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Our BEST OF REYKJAVÍK LIST is 
here! Again we’ve spent count-
less hours compiling the thing [via 
your suggestions, e-mails, Face-
book comments and bar-talk], 
and as always we are sure you are 
more than ready to contest and 
challenge every single entry.

And this is the point. We should 
strive to spend our time having 
conversations about stuff in our 
environment that contributes to 
our quality of life. We need to care 
about our surroundings and show 
love for the things we are thank-
ful for. 

As we like to lazily copy/paste 
on this occasion: “We love the 
great city of Reykjavík. We really 
do. In fact, we love it so much, we 
named our magazine after it—and 
most of us choose to live here 
for extended periods at a time. It 
really is an excellent little city, all 
things considered. Of course it’s 
lacking in many things a city will 
need. Decent public transport, 
actual neighbourhoods, a variety 
of ethnic eateries, clubs for late 
night partying on weekdays and 
about a million people, to name 
but a few. But we still swear by it, 
and if you’re reading this, chances 
are you do too.”

What follows are some nice tips 
on some of what makes Reykja-
vík-life worthwhile, some good 
entries into a hopefully neverend-
ing discussion. The primary pur-
pose of this BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 
thing is celebration! It’s about big-
upping stuff, giving mad props to 
it and patting it on the shoulder. 

Our list is of course by no means 
a scientific one, and it is certainly 
contestable. It should be used as 
a starting point for a conversation; 
something for you to read, verify, 
distrust, totally disagree with, 
argue over, send us angry rants 
about and enjoy. 

Here’s how we do it: Ever since 
spring 2009 we’ve been accept-
ing readers thoughts on what’s 
BEST at bestof@grapevine.is, 
as well as conducting random 
polls on our Facebook, on the 
street and at the bar. Using your 
suggestions and arguments for 
guidance, we then assembled a 
couple of panels of tasteful folks 
that represent most genders, in-
come brackets and political af-
filiations. Below are the results. 
Enjoy, and remember to send 
your suggestions to bestof@
grapevine.is for consideration in 
our 2013 edition. 

Grapevine readers, friends, enemies and staff do the choosin’!
By: the usual gang of idiots

BesT BuRGeR:  
GRillmaRkeT

Hamborgarabúlla Tómasar has won this 
category ever since we started com-
piling our BEST OF list back in aught 
nine, and for good reason: they make 
delicious burgers. While Búllan is still 
a popular choice among Reykjavík’s 
burger lovers, there’s a new burger in 
town that simply can’t be ignored—its 
sheer tasty, meaty, juicy, burgery, ba-
cony deliciousness ensures its status 
as Reykjavík’s best burger bar none. 
We are of course talking about Grill-
market’s hamburger, what with all its 
glorious 220 grams of high quality, fire-
grilled ground beef topped with crispy 
bacon sandwiched between freshly 
baked, mustard-smeared buns (served 
with a side of curly fries, pickles and a 
cherry tomato!). Anyone who has tried 

it will attest that the Grillmarket-burger 
is leagues beyond any other burger in 
town, and at 1,890 ISK it comes at a fair 
price. The only downside is that it’s only 
available as part of the restaurant’s 
lunch menu, served ‘til 14:00 daily. 
Runners-up: Hamborgarabúlla Tó-
masar (“They reintroduced proper 
burger culture to Iceland, and they still 
kick ass”), Vitabar (“A no-fuss, qual-
ity burger served in a neighbourhood 
bar”), American Style (“The classic 
Icelandic burger, whether you like it or 
not”) 

(2011: Hamborgarabúlla Tómasar 
2010: Hamborgarabúlla Tómasar
2009: Hamborgarabúlla Tómasar)

BesT veGGie BuRGeR: 
HamBoRGaRaBúlla Tó-
masaR

As our food critic says: “Veggie burg-
ers are a science and the journey to 
the perfect veggie burger will teach 
you every major food principle worth 
knowing...along with some chemistry 
and basic nuclear physics.” It was cer-
tainly not an easy choice, but we think 
Hamborgarabúllan is doing something 
right these days. Sindri Már Sigfússon 
of Sin Fang tells us that it’s especially 
good when you top the patty with Búl-

lan’s fries, pickles and Béarnaise sauce.
 Previous winners, Hamborgarafab-
rikkan (which gives you the option of 
replacing the meat from any of their 
burgers with Portobello mushrooms) 
and Saffran (which goes the extra mile 
to make their veggie burger vegan) are 
still pretty good, though.

(2011: Hamborgarafabrikkan
2010: Saffran
2009: Drekinn)

BesT ‘specialTy BuRGeR’: 
viTaBaR’s ‘FoRGeT-me-
noT’

Slathered in delicious blue cheese 
and garlic, Vitabar’s ‘Forget-me-not’ 
burger is the gold standard that other 
non-standard burgers will eternally 
be judged by, and it takes the cake yet 
again. With its divey, authentic charm, 
Vitabar remains a reassuring place 
to feast on a burger and a beer—if 
that feast happens to contain mas-
sive amounts of rich blue cheese, then 
that’s all the better. Their regular burg-
ers are pretty great too.  
Runners-up: Roadhouse (“The donut 
burger and the Empire State are lus-
cious, tempting and kind of evil”) Fab-

rikkan (“The Rudolf burger, made out 
of reindeer, is only available around 
Christmas, and it is SO YUMMY”), Búl-
lan (“Búllan is overrated, but their steak 
burger is a wondrous concoction.”)

(2011: Vitabar 
2010: Hamborgarafabrikkan
2009: Vitabar)

BesT slice: DeviTos

Deli’s sporadic opening hours seem to 
be working against them in the ‘best 
slice’ category this year (along with 
our eradication of the category ‘best 
drunken slice’), keeping them from 
winning for the fourth consecutive year. 
After much debate, our panel of experts 
declared Devitos Pizza by Hlemmur as 
the king of the Reykjavík slice, noting 
that “their slices are always consistent 
in quality,” and “they were the pioneers 
of pizza by the slice in this country, and 
they are still the best at it.” As always, 
Devitos get bonus points for the deli-
cious oils and spices on offer. 
Runners-up: Deli (“Varied toppings, 
never stale, always delicious.”). 

(2011: Deli
2010: Deli
2009: Deli)

BEST PlACE TO READ A BOOK AND BEST NEW COFFEHOUSE: STOFAN
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BesT pizza: la luna 
TRaTToRia-pizzeRia

Family-run la luna trattoria opened 
up for business on Rauðarárstígur last 
year and has been steadily winning 
fans since with its delicious wood fired 
pizzas that have folks gushing on the 
streets and on the net. “The pizzas at 
la luna are the best on offer in Reyk-
javík these days, whether you’re eating 
in or taking out. It’s a shame they don’t 
deliver,” remarked one reader, while 
another noted: “Their toppings are al-
ways fresh and plentiful, they never 
skimp, and if you like cheese... OMG!” 
We gave it several tries and are happy 
to confirm the verdict: la luna is the 
best thing going in Reykjavík pizza to-
day, even though their pasta might be 
hit or miss (see: our restaurant review 
in the listings pages). 
Runners-up: Gamla smiðjan (“Wood 
fired pizza is superior, and they seem to 
be doing the best job of it these days”), 
Eldsmiðjan (“They’ve been making a 
comeback lately!”)

(2011: Gamla Smiðjan 
2010: Gamla Smiðjan
2009: Devitos Pizza)

BesT ice cReam: yoyo

First things first, we decided that we 
weren’t going to exclude frozen yogurt 
from the ice cream running, so any-
thing ice cream-like counts. The last 
two years in a row, Ísbúðin Ísland has 
taken this award (keep in mind that 
Ísbúð vesturbæjar is an INSTITUTION, 
which means that it’s not in the run-
ning). This year, however, there was a 
hot debate between Ísgerðin and YoYo. 
While one of our correspondents point-
ed out that Ísgerðin has “really crazy 
flavours like Kahlúa and shit,” others 
pointed out that YoYo has more. Thus 
we award YoYo best ice cream for its 
great selection of flavours and top-
pings. Not only that, but it’s also FUN 
to make your own, mixing in whatever 
fresh fruit and candy your heart de-
sires, paying by weight.

(2011: Ísbúðin Ísland
2010: Ísbúðin Ísland
2009: Ísbúð Vesturbæjar)

BesT BakeRy: mosFells-
BakaRí in Reykjavík

We were pretty divided on this one. It 
came down to Sandholt, Bernhöftsba-
karí and Mosfellsbakarí. Sandholt won 
it the two years in a row now, and the 
year before that it was Mosfellsbakarí. 
After some deliberation we decided 
that this bakery should once again take 
the cake. In fact, one of their cakes was 
voted best cake in a national competi-
tion this year. In operation since 1982, 
this bakery sure knows what it’s do-
ing when it comes to fresh bread, and 
they are delectable pastries on par with 
what you’d find in Paris.

(2011: Sandholt
2010: Sandholt
2009: Mosfellsbakarí)

BesT THai FooD: Ban THai

Ban Thai keeps serving up Reykjavík’s 
best Thai food by far. It is so beloved 
that every single course off the restau-
rant’s huge and varied menu seems to 
have a fan or two lurking around; in-
deed, Ban Thai’s many advocates have 
grown a love for every single aspect of 
the place (even its weaknesses, with 
one reader proclaiming: “The bad ser-
vice is entertaining—the food is fantas-
tic”). Years of dining there allow us to 
damn near guarantee that everything 
you order at Ban Thai will be fresh 
made, authentic and delicious—even 
though it might sometimes take a few 
minutes to make it to your table.

(2011: Ban Thai
2010: Ban Thai
2009: Ban Thai)

BesT keBaB: keBaB GRill

This was a new category last year and 
it went to Habibi, which we still think 
is pretty good in terms of Reykjavík’s 
kebab places. This year, however, we’ve 
been graced by a new place called Ke-
bab Grill, and while the service could 
be quicker, this is without doubt the 
best kebab place in Reykjavík. We’re 
especially pleased that you can actually 
get your kebab in pita bread here. The 
falafels aren’t bad either.  

(2011: Habibi)

BesT coFFeeHouse:  
kaFFismiðjan
Kaffismiðjan wins best coffeehouse for 
the fourth year in a row now. If Mokka 
Kaffi weren’t already a coffeehouse 
institution, it might be entering this 
sacred territory. Much like last year, 
however, Kaffismiðjan had some com-
petition, in particular from Café Haiti 
and C Is For Cookie, so it is certainly not 
invincible. Why is it winning again? As 
one of our trusted coffee drinkers ex-
plained in simple terms: “Brilliant cof-
fee and atmosphere.” Their lovely pink 
roaster, which they put to work weekly, 
certainly doesn’t hurt either of these 
things and if they keep it up they might 
just be edging onto institution territory.
Runners-up: Café Haiti, C Is For Cookie

(2011: Kaffismiðjan,
2010: Kaffismiðjan
2009: Kaffismiðjan)

BesT coFFee-To-Go: kaF-
FiFélaGið

We would probably enjoy lingering at 
Kaffifélagið if their facilities allowed 
for it, as the atmosphere surrounding 
this café on Skólavörðustígur is always 
cheerful and attractive. likewise their 
lattés, americanos and cappucinos are 
made with love and pride, guarantee-
ing a consistently great cup every time. 
A dependable and high standard of 
quality place Kaffifélagið at the top of 
Reykjavík’s coffee-to-go hierarchy for 
yet another year.  

(2011: Kaffifélagið 
2010: Café Haiti
2009: Kaffifélagið)

BesT new coFFeeHouse: 
sToFan

Stofan has been around for a little over 
a year now, and even though the small 
café’s appeal and reputation have been 
steadily growing within some circles it 
remains unknown to most of Reykja-
vík’s coffee drinkers. Stofan’s biggest 
draw is its “relaxed and comfy atmo-
sphere,” and its superb coffee and 
“tasty baked goods” will keep you com-
ing back. 

(2011: C is for Cookie)

BesT Tea:  
liTli BónDaBæRinn

While Icelanders lOVE their coffee 
and tend to be coffee drinkers over tea 
drinkers, we decided to make this cat-
egory last year because some people 
actually do drink the stuff. Te og Kaffi 
won it last year, but we think litli Bónd-
abærinn is making the best tea these 
days. “At litli Bóndabærinn, the service 
is brilliant and they know the difference 
between their teas,” our resident tea 
drinker argued.
Runner-up: Tíu Dropar (“Tíu Dropar 
have friendly staff and they have loose 
tea”).

(2011: Te og kaffi)

BesT susHi: suzusHii

last year suZushii in Kringlan won be-
cause they were “consistent, fresh and 
have everything you need, even though 
you have to go to effing Kringlan to get 
it.” This year someone argued: “Su-
Zushii is just the best, best tasting su-
shi. I know for a fact that it's the only 
sushi place the Japanese embassy will 
use when they hold a function.” If it’s 
the only sushi that the Japanese Em-
bassy uses, we think they must be do-
ing something right.
Runner-up: Sushi Train. It can be fun to 
sit around a conveyor belt and it’s also a 
great option if you’re not super hungry.

(2011: SuZushii
2010: Sushibarinn
2009: Sushismiðjan)

BesT veGeTaRian: Gló

Being a vegetarian in Iceland is kind 
of like being a tea drinker in Iceland. 
People typically eat meat and drink 
coffee here. That said, there are some 
vegetarian restaurants around, and 
one of those, Gló (though not strictly 
vegetarian), is pretty hot these days. 
The chef at this raw food joint Solla 
Eiríksdóttir received some international 
recognition in the raw food world this 
past winter, and she’s opened a sec-
ond restaurant in Kópavogur. People 
were pretty much in agreement that 
Gló takes best vegetarian again. “They 
know what they’re doing” and the res-
taurant is “in a league of its own,” as 
a couple of people noted. Note that Á 
Næstu Grösum, the winner in 2010 and 
2009, no longer exists.
Runners-up: Grænn Kostur and Krydd-
legin Hjörtu. The latter is not strictly 
vegetarian, but you can get good veg-
etarian food there.

(2011: Gló
2010: Á Næstu Grösum
2009: Á Næstu Grösum)

BesT HanGoveR meal: 
viTaBaR

As one mail-in noted: “Getting past 
the smell of stale beer at Vitabar is an 
essential first step in parting with any 
well-earned hangover. Stuffing your 
face with their greasy burgers and fries 
is the second. If you’re still hung over 
after that ritual, you can always get 
started on a new hangover and wash 
everything down with a cold beer.” 
Runners-up: Past years’ winners, the 
trucks at Grái kötturinn and Prikið, still 
possess a great allure for those nurs-
ing hangovers in downtown Reykjavík, 
while Noodle Station, Vegamót and 
even KFC have their fans. 

(2011: The Truck at Grái Kötturinn 
2010: The Truck at Prikið
2009: The Truck at Grái Kötturinn)

BesT soup: HöFnin
This year the most heart-felt appeal 
was for the seafood soup at Höfnin 
down by the harbour. “They serve the 
lobster, shrimp and the fish in a huge 
bowl and they pour the soup over it. It’s 

reasonably priced for a huge dish. You’ll 
leave really full. Not to mention, Höfnin 
has a beautiful view over the marina,” 
one of our correspondents said, adding 
(pleading) “PlEASE consider this.”
Runners-up: Noodle Station (“It’s 
cheap and delicious and smells so good 
whenever you walk by”), Kryddlegin 
Hjörtu (“Namm”).

(2011: Kryddlegin Hjörtu
2010: Most soups at Súpubarinn
2009: lobster soup at Sægrei-
finn)

BesT place FoR a Fancy 
meal: GRillmaRkeT 

For a city its size, Reykjavík hosts a 
remarkable number of above average 
fine-dining establishments where one 
can splurge and spend ones way to 
glorious, decadent oblivion. Farm-to-
table themed luxury steakhouse Grill-
market is one such place, and accord-
ing to many of our correspondents it is 
the current best bet for fancy dining in 
a nice (if slightly overwrought environ-
ment). “Having already won the hearts 
of Reykjavík foodies through her work 
at Fish Market, master chef Hrefna 
Rósa Sætran has outdone herself with 
Grillmarket—they do an amazing job ev-
ery time I go there, whether I’m dining 
deep-fried harðfiskur, calamari, lamb 
or one of the BIG STEAKS from Háls in 
Hvalfjörður. I’ve recommend it to all my 
friends, and once they visit they, in turn, 
recommend it to theirs” 
Runners-up: Constant favourite Dill still 
have their die-hard fans, even though 
they seem to be losing their appeal 
a little (“it’s too pricey”), while Gal-
lery Restaurant at Hótel Holt (“classy, 
tasty and relatively affordable”), Fish 
Company (“dependably delicious”) and 
newcomer Rub23 (“lavish”) were all 
mentioned quite often. 

(2011: Dill 
2010: Dill
2009: Gallery Restaurant at Hótel 
Holt)

BesT place To Go FoR a 
DaTe: susHi samBa
Departing from our theme of recom-
mending cosy Italian restaurants as 
suitable destinations for a romantic 

BEST PIZZA: lA lUNA TRATTORIA-PIZZERIA

BEST ‘SPECIAlTY BURGER’: VITABAR’S ‘FORGET-ME-NOT’
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Through compiling our second an-
nual best of list back when, we 
reached the conclusion that some 
of these places are so firmly estab-
lished as local favourites that nam-
ing them “best of” anything is sort 
of redundant. 

Furthermore, we thought having to 
compete with local favourites was al-
most unfair to all the new places trying 
to make their name. There will only ever 
be one Ísbúð Vesturbæjar, and it will 
probably remain Reykjavík’s favourite 
ice cream joint for as long as they don’t 
mess up horribly. That shouldn’t mean 
we can’t get excited and dish out props 
to other ice cream vendors. 
 We came up with a solution that 
would give us a chance to honour some 
of the perennial local favourites while 
still giving props to new and exciting 
places. We simply made a category that 
we call REYKJAVÍK INSTITUTIONS. 
 What makes a ‘REYKJAVÍK INSTI-

TUTION’? By our definition, a ‘REYK-
JAVÍK INSTITUTION’ is a place or en-
tity that’s time and time again proven 
itself as one of the best of its kind, and 
has remained a must-visit through the 
years. When achieving INSTITUTION 
status, an establishment is automati-
cally disqualified from winning any 
‘best of’ categories, because you’re be-
yond being ‘best,’ having been all con-
sistently awesome for a long, long time. 
 A REYKJAVÍK INSTITUTION is a 
must-visit for tourists to Reykjavík. 
 A REYKJAVÍK INSTITUTION will 
retain its status as such until it starts 
sucking, in which case we will ceremo-
niously remove them from our list next 
year. 
 Without further ado, here are our 
REYKJAVÍK INSTITUTIONS, along 
with some choice reader and specialist 
quotes that argue their status: 

kaFFiBaRinn
“Despite some ups and downs, Kaf-

fibarinn has remained the undisputed 
reigning champion of Reykjavík night-
life and drinking for well over a decade. 
They are a true nightlife institution.”
BæjaRins BezTu
“Everyone goes there. All the time. For 
over 70 years now. Not exactly gourmet 
dining, but a really freaking great snack 
nonetheless.” 
ísBúð vesTuRBæjaR
“It’s hard to explain the charm to out-
siders, just tell them to go there. The 
ever-present queue speaks for itself.” 
HoRnið
“For a restaurant to remain so consis-
tently on top of its game for over thirty 
years is one huge achievement. They 
are cosy, dependable and ever-tasty.” 
mokka
“They brought ‘coffee’ to Iceland, pretty 
much”. 
Tíu DRopaR
“Quintessentially Icelandic in every 
way. The coffee, the cake, the vibe. If I 
were to point a visiting friend to ‘the es-

sence of Iceland,’ this is where I would 
send him.”
kolapoRTið
“If Kolaportið weren’t around, we’d 
need to establish it immediately, lest we 
vanish back to the dark ages of com-
merce.” 
Bókin – BókaBúð BRaGa
“It’s hard to imagine Reykjavík without 
it. So let’s not.” 
BRynja
“This neighbourhood hardware store 
almost predates laugavegur, and they 
always serve you with a smile (and 
don’t mind throwing in some good ad-
vice when needed).” 
ausTuR-inDía FélaGið
“Probably your safest bet for fine dining 
in Iceland, period.” 
jómFRúin
“This Danish ‘smørrebrød’ house pro-
vides a unique atmosphere and taste 
you won’t find elsewhere in town... or in 
the world for that matter.”
pRikið

“Serving old men their morning coffee 
since way back, and somehow combin-
ing that with serving beer and hip hop 
to young folks since the late ‘90s. And 
burgers. And milkshakes. A one of a 
kind place with spirit and soul.”

2012 aDDiTion 
sunDHöll ReykjavíkuR
“The Guðjón Samúelsson designed 
Sundhöll Reykjavíkur with its maze of 
locker rooms is a beautiful building, 
and the nude sunbathing facilities, 
soothing hot pots and an atmosphere 
that has remained relatively unchanged 
since the 1930s all add to its appeal. 
While some of Reykjavík’s other pools 
might offer more diversity, Sundhöll 
Reykjavíkur remains a unique and en-
during local favourite.”

Reykjavík insTiTuTions aka ‘THe unToucHaBles’

evening, we deem recently opened 
South American/Japanese themed 
Sushi Samba the best place to go for 
a date in 2012. The menu is novel (for 
Iceland) and nicely executed, and the 
cosy, vibrant interiors provide the per-
fect setting for getting “private and inti-
mate in the midst of a bustling crowd.” 
You can also impress your date by il-
lustrating your intimate knowledge of 
‘crazy’ courses such as ‘ceviche.’

(2011: Ítalía 
2010: Pisa
2009: Ítalía)

BesT newcomeR ResTau-
RanT: FoRRéTTaBaRinn

It’s been a great year for restaurants 
in Reykjavík, with new and ambitious 
places popping up all over town. Pick-
ing the best newcomer restaurant for 
2012 thus turned out to be quite the 
daunting task, with a variety of nomi-
nations for worthy contenders coming 
through. We reached the conclusion 
that out of all of them, Forréttabarinn 
by the harbour was the most welcome 
new addition. Their Icelandic take on 
tapas is “adventurous and affordable,” 
the portions suitable for accompanying 
a relaxed glass of wine after work as 
well as making up a full and delicious 
meal. Their open, bustling dining hall 
adds an air of celebration to any occa-
sion as well. Time will tell if they keep 
it up, but for now Forréttabarinn offers 
great concept executed perfectly. 
Runners-up: Rub23 (“This Akureyri 
transplant is most welcome here in 
Reykjavík—you have to try their sushi 
pizza”), SNAPS (“The best lunch in 
town”), Pho (“filling a  gap in the Ice-
landic food scene and doing a great job 
of it!”)

(2011: Sjávargrillið 
2010: Noodle Station
2009: Saffran)

BesT GoDDamn ResTau-
RanT: snaps 

According to our definition, a ‘best 
goddamn restaurant’ needs to be ‘on 
the cheaper side,’ ‘consistent,’ ‘tasty’ 
and ‘available’. Bistro bar SNAPS is all 
of these things—and it doesn’t hurt that 
it sits in a great location by Óðinsgata in 
the heart of 101 Reykjavík and that the 
dining area is “so bright and comfort-
able that you’ll gladly spend an entire 
day there” (indeed, some customers 
have been known to take dinner there 
after an extended ‘wet lunch’ session). 
Whether you opt for the entrées—often 
inspired by the French or Spanish tradi-
tions—or the tasty smørrebrød, you can 
count on the fare being tasty, afford-

able and done with care. As our restau-
rant critic remarked in our last issue, 
SNAPS is an excellent place to hang 
out, offers the best bistro experience 
in Reykjavík, and will hopefully stick 
around for good. Thank you, SNAPS!  

(2011: Ban Thai 
2010: Saffran
2009: Segurmo at Boston)

BesT Family ResTauRanT: 
launDRomaT caFé

If you’re thinking, I can dress them up, 
but I can’t take them out, you may want 
to head down to laundrómat Café. It’s 
super casual and you can even drop 
your kid or husband off in the play area 
downstairs. “It’s not without its faults,” 
one of our writers said, “but nobody 
else is trying as hard as they are to be a 
family friendly restaurant.”
Runner-up: Ikea. It’s not quite a restau-
rant, and it’s not quite in Reykjavík, but 
they have good Swedish meatballs and 
you can leave your kids in the play area.

(2011: laundromat
2010: Piri-Piri
2009: Hornið)

BesT cHeap meal: íslen-
ski BaRinn

Íslenski barinn is not THE cheapest 
meal in town. You can for instance get 
a hot dog and a Coke from Bæjarins 
Beztu for 500 ISK, but that let’s be hon-
est, that won’t hold you over for long. 
last year’s winner, Noodle Station, is 
still a pretty good option, but we are 
pretty into Íslenski barinn this year. 

It offers hearty Icelandic dishes for a 
pretty reasonable 12-1300 ISK during 
lunchtime, and it’s decidedly more up-
scale than Mamma Steina, which offers 
traditional Icelandic home cooking for 
a similar price.
Runner-up: Noodle Station

(2011: Noodle Station
2010: ‘Sub of the month’ at Subway)

BesT inDian FooD:  
GHanDi

Judging by reader response, Austur-In-
díafjelagið still has it, still retaining sta-
tus as an INSTITUTION. Beyond that, 
Reykjavík’s fledgling Indian food scene 
seems lacking a major force to chal-
lenge AI’s dominance of the field. last 
year’s winner Austurlandahraðlestin 
is still popular “basically serving food 
from Austur-Indíafjelagið’s kitchen at 
a slightly reduced price,” and Shalimar 
still serve “a proper curry” to many 
readers’ delight. Relative newcomer 
Ghandi with its emphasis on cuisine 
from India’s Kerala region takes the 
cake this year, with the restaurant’s 
fish dishes coming especially recom-
mended. As our food critic noted in 
his review of the place earlier this year, 
Ghandi adds a “delicious and welcome 
variety to the Icelandic restaurant flo-
ra,” and for that we are thankful.  

(2011: Austurlandahraðlestin 
2010: Shalimar
2009: Austur-Indíafjelagið)

BesT BRuncH: voX

VOX simply put makes the best brunch. 
It’s expensive, yes, but for 3,450 ISK, 
it’s all you can eat so you’ll probably 
consume more than enough for break-
fast, lunch and dinner. “They do every-
thing,” one of our brunch enthusiasts 

explained. “You can enjoy a wide va-
riety of delicious food in a modern at-
mosphere and it’s just a stone’s throw 
away from laugavegur.” Note that it’s 
only served on Saturdays and Sundays.

(2011: Vox,
2010: Nítjánda
2009: Vox)

BesT seaFooD: FiskiFé-
laGið

We think Fiskifélagið, or The Fish Com-
pany, is serving the best seafood these 
days. “They are consistently good,” our 
food critic argued. “The food is excep-
tionally good, the dimly lit basement is 
cosy and romantic, and the service is 
excellent.” We recommend the prix fixe 
menu, though be aware that you will 
probably have trouble walking out of 
the restaurant. It’s a lot of food. And re-
ally good food. Really, this could have 
easily made “Best fancy meal” or “Best 
goddamn restaurant.”

(2011: Við Tjörnina
2010: Fiskifélagið)

BesT place To Go wiTH a 
GRoup oF FRienDs: Tapas 
BaR 

After all these years, Tapas Bar is still 
the best place to go out with a group 
of friends in downtown Reykjavík. Their 

BEST INDIAN FOOD: GHANDI

Did we get it all wrong? Drop us a line explaining 
why! And don't forget to submit your entries for 
BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2012! 

BEST PlACE TO GET COCKTAIlS: KOlABRAUTIN AT HARPA
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varied menu of authentic, sometimes-
experimental, tapas offers something 
for even the most picky eater, and their 
style of serving ensures that even those 
friends that are always late for every-
thing will get to feast with the group 
(there are also plenty of moderately 
priced courses on offer for those on a 
budget). Furthermore, the ambiance is 
cheerful and inviting and will ensure 
you stay for extra rounds long after your 
meal is finished. 

(2011: Tapas Bar 
2010: Tapas Bar)

BesT musT-TRy DininG 
eXpeRience: icelanDic 
Home-sTyle FooD aT 
mamma sTeina

You’ve tried the rotten shark, the minke 
carpaccio and the pickled ram’s balls—
now it’s time to get acquainted with the 
Icelandic grandmother kitchen that has 
kept Icelanders nice and lumpy through 
the centuries. Mamma Steina offers 
genuine Icelandic home-style fare that 
most locals know from growing up, 
including svið (seared sheep heads), 
fish balls (yummy fried balls of had-
dock) and salty mutton. While the food 
doesn’t make for as good a story as the 
ram’s balls, it’s certainly a lot tastier and 
equally authentic.  

(2011 The svið at Fljótt og Gott, BSÍ 
2010: Moby Dick on a Stick at  
Sægreifinn
2009: Bæjarins Beztu)

BesT nooDle place on 
skólavöRðusTíGuR: 
nooDle sTaTion 

THE NOODlE WARS have been rag-
ing for over two years now, with 
Skólavörðustígur serving as battle 
ground for two noodle bars that are 
take turns topping one another in 
noodly deliciousness. Both Núðluskálin 
and Noodle Station are wonderful in 
their own right, but we decided to stage 
an election through our social media 
platforms to determine which held the 
greater appeal to whoever was on-line 
at the moment. In the end, Noodle Sta-
tion won the vote with 29 votes against 
Núðluskálin’s 21. Many heated remarks 
were made, but our Facebook friend 
Jenni Clemenson summed up Noodle 
Station’s appeal, saying: “Keep it good 
and simple, the way food should be.”  

Runners-up: Núðluskálin (“more menu 
options and more veg friendly if that’s 
your thing”)  

(new category) 

BesT kepT secReT: caFé 
FloRa

laugardalur is home to a pretty cool 
botanical garden, and sort of hidden in 
that botanical garden is a pretty cool 
café called Café Flóra. It is hands down 
the best café in a botanical garden. 
Okay, it’s the only one to the best of our 
knowledge, but it’s just so worth going 

there that we thought we’d award them 
for being one of a kind. The food is 
great, they sometimes have live music, 
and you can take a nice walk around 
the garden after you’ve eaten or had 
coffee. Because it’s a bit off the beaten 
path otherwise known as laugavegur, 
it remains somewhat of a secret in 
Reykjavík.

(New category)

BesT place To sHop FoR 
TouRisTy sTuFF: GeysiR

Downtown Reykjavík is starting to feel 
like some sort of Disneyland puffin 
mall, what with all the numerous new 
stores that cater exclusively to tourists 
in dire need of puffin or volcano related 
souvenirs. It’s understandable, though, 
because all you wonderful travellers 
need to bring back items for your loved 
ones and—who are we kidding—puffins 
and volcanoes are the most interesting 
things Iceland has going for it. Tourist 
shops are necessary, and it is thus im-
portant to commend those that go an 
ambitious route in serving up the cov-
eted trinkets and stuffed dolls. 
 All decked out in salvaged wood 
and decorated with found photo-
graphs from Iceland’s past, Geysir on 
Skólavörðustígur does a commendable 
job of catering to tourists in a taste-
ful, yet quirky manner. locally crafted 
goods, lopi sweaters and everything 
you’ll need to hike across the island can 
all be found there—seek out Vík Prjóns-
dóttir’s playful line of woollen goods for 
an example of current local design. 

(2011: Geysir
2010: Handprjónasambandið
2009: Handprjónasambandið)

BesT place To sTock up 
on local DesiGn: kRaum

Representing over 200 local designers 
and artists, Kraum offers an expertly 
curated, collection of the best things 
currently being envisioned and crafted 
by locals. The wide variety of items on 
offer (“their collection is GARGAN-
TUAN”) can be hard to navigate, but 
the expert staff ensures no one leaves 
without finding what they need. 

(2010: Kraum
2011: Kraum)

BesT place To sTock up 
on local FasHion De-
siGn: kiosk

last year we said: “Run by a collective 
of young Icelandic fashion designers, 
Kiosk is such a welcoming addition we 

felt the shop deserves its own category. 
Kiosk is a co-op shop and serves as a 
first step for young local designers to 
sell their creations. It’s not only the cool 
designer wear and accessories that 
make the shop a great pick, but since 
the designers take shifts behind the 
counter you can always guarantee to 
meet a young new talent.” We couldn’t 
agree more for this year, and Kiosk has 
expanded since last year so there’s 
even more fresh talent to check out.

(2011: Kiosk)

BesT BooksToRe: mál oG 
menninG
After several years of humiliation, Mál 
og menning—once Reykjavík’s favourite 
bookstore—seems to have finally gotten 
its shit together in a big way. Aside from 
building up a respectable (for Iceland) 
stock of literature and magazines and 
hosting various fine literary events 
(readings, discussions, etc), they have 
opened an art gallery on their top floor 
in conjunction with the crew from Ha-
varí and generally seem in good spirits. 
This is great news for downtown Reyk-
javík!  

Runner-up: Útúrdúr remains awesome 
with its selection of 'zines, art books 
and other curiosities. 

(2011: Eymundsson, Austurstræti 
2010: Eymundsson, Skólavörðustígur)

BesT place To GeT 
a TRenDy HaiRcuT: 
RauðHeTTa oG úlFuRinn

Rauðhetta og úlfurinn are an enduring 
favourite when it comes to supplying 
the good people of Reykjavík with their 
trendy haircuts—which is odd because 
trends keep changing and fashion is 
notoriously fickle. “I can always count 
on excellent service at Rauðhetta og 
úlfurinn, they make me look good every 
time,” one reader noted. 

(2011: Barber Theater
2010: Rauðhetta og úlfurinn)

BesT seconD HanD sHop: 

Fatamarkaðurinn by Hlemmur seems to 
be pretty popular these days. “Clothes 
at Nostalgia and Spúútnik have been 
pre-selected so they tend to be cool-
er, but they are more expensive. If 
you’re willing to put in the work, Fa-
tamarkaðurinn is can be pretty great,” 
one of our second hand shoppers ex-
plained.
 Runners-up: Nostalgia and Spúútnik

BesT sHop FoR ‘HiGH 
FasHion’: kRonkRon
Those with a fashion fetish will tell you 
that KronKron offers “the only proper 
selection of current international de-
signers in Reykjavík,” with one even 
remarking: “I would have no idea what 
I’d do without them! They are the only 
ones actively importing new clothes!” 
Go there for clothes by labels such as 
Marc Jacobs, Wood Wood and Vivi-
enne Westwood, shoes by Eley Kishi-
moto and Sonia Rykiel and of course 
the storeowners’ newly launched label 
KRONbyKRONKRON. Of course it all 
comes with a price, but we are told 
tourists can get tax-free rebates of the 
stuff, which ultimately renders it pretty 
cheap. 

(2011: KronKron)

BesT HaBeRDasHeRy: 
HeRRaFaTaveRzlun koR-
máks & skjalDaR

located directly under laugavegur’s 
Bónus outlet, Herrafataverzlun Kor-
máks & Skjaldar is an enduring hipster 
mall of a store, where discerning Reyk-
javík gentlemen go to get decked out in 
proper Don Draper gear or disguised as 
English lords out for a fox hunt. Selling 
everything from shoes and undergar-
ments to suits and overcoats, HK&S 
even host a proper barber in the cor-
ner who gives a mean shave and/or a 
haircut.

(2011: Herrafataverzlun Kormáks & 
Skjaldar
2010: Herrafataverzlun Kormáks & 
Skjaldar)

BesT place To sHop oR-
Ganic: FRú lauGa

The couple that runs Frú lauga shop 
from farmers from all over the country 
and everything in the store is labelled 
so customers knows exactly what they 
are eating and where it comes from. 
Need we say more?

(2011: Frú lauga) 

BesT RecoRD sToRe: 
lucky RecoRDs

lucky Records offers scores of hard-
to-find vinyl and first editions of rare 
Icelandic and international lPs. “This 
is where I send my visiting music geek 
friends,” remarked one reader while 
another noted that the store is “world 
class! I found a battered 7" of ‘Kind 
Midas Touch’ by The Hollies for 1 EUR 
and a pile of old electro boogie stuff.”  

(New category)

mosT welcome aDDi-
Tion: 20Bé

Starting its life as a travelling pop-up 
shop, 20bé has found a permanent 
home on laugavegur, where its three 
designer/artist owners sell their wares, 
host parties for friends and passers-by 
and promote local art through regu-
lar shows. “Helicopter’s dresses alone 
make 20bé a great stop on a stroll 
down laugavegur, but I always find 
something fun or interesting when I go 
there.” 

(2011: Jet Korine
2010: Fiskmarkaðurinn við gömlu 
höfnina)

BesT pool: lauGaR-
DalslauG

Swimming is a favourite pastime in Ice-
land. Most towns around the country 
have a swimming pool and Reykjavík 
has seven of them. They do in fact all 
have their charm, but we think it’s safe 
to call laugardalslaug the best pool. 
Why? Because it’s huge, it has a bunch 
of hot tubs at varying temperatures, it 
has a killer waterslide and the stadium 
seating blocks out the cold northerly 
winds, which are usually accompanied 
by sunny rays. Not to mention, it was 
just remodelled this past winter.
 Note: we used to have two pool 
categories, “Best all around pool” and 
“Best pool for hot tubbing and loung-
ing.” We’re now simply going with Best 
Pool. Why? Because we made Sundhöl-
lin, the oldest pool in Reykjavík, a NEW 
institution.

(2011: Neslaug
2010: laugardalslaug
2009: laugardalslaug)

BesT aRT museum: Reyk-
javík aRT museum

The Reykjavík Art Museum at Hafnar-
hús has had a great year, hosting some 
intriguing and thought-provoking dis-
plays from premier league artists as 
well as up-and-comers from the art-
world’s underbelly. The permanent ex-
hibit of Erró’s works is “mind-blowing,” 
and by making themselves open and 
available to the public by hosting vari-
ous parties and events, they ensure a 
steady dialogue with the local commu-

BEST HABERDASHERY: HERRAFATAVERZlUN KORMÁKS & SKJAlDAR

BEST PlACE TO STOCK UP ON lOCAl DESIGN: KRAUM
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nity. Add to that the constant lectures 
and workshops on offer and you’ve got 
yourself a pretty vibrant art museum. 
Good work, Reykjavík Art Museum, 
keep it up! 

(2011: Einar Jónsson museum and 
sculpture garden
2010: Reykjavík Art Museum
2009: Einar Jónsson museum and 
sculpture garden)

BesT GalleRy: i8 GalleRy

While we would love being all innova-
tive and awarding ‘best gallery’ to a 
fresh, whippersnapping up-and-comer 
art gallery that’s ready to take on the art 
world with its edgy art and happening 
happenings, it just so happens that i8 is 
still way ahead of the rest of Reykjavík’s 
pack. Where are all the galleries from 
four years ago? Someone challenge i8, 
please! 
Runner-up: Gallery Kling og Bang often 
hosts great shows and remains a must-
visit for the curious art lover perusing 
downtown Reykjavík.

(2011: i8 Gallery
2010: i8 Gallery
2009: Gallery Kling og Bang) 

BesT museum: THe na-
Tional museum

We think The National Museum is kick-
ing ass. It’s Iceland’s largest museum 
and it covers everything from the Sa-
gas to a Gameboy from the ‘90s. Well, 
not really, but you get the point. “A few 
years ago they changed everything up 
and there is a beautiful opaque cube in 
the middle and the exhibits are beauti-
fully displayed along the walls,” one of 
our writers reasoned. “I really appre-
ciate the curating over the last three 
years, like the fashion exhibit Tízka, that 
was pretty awesome.”
Runners-up: Penis Museum (It moved 
to Reykjavík from Húsavík this winter 
and it apparently has a lot of people 
excited), Icelandic Natural History Mu-
seum (That one is sitting in cardboard 
boxes in a basement somewhere, but 
we wish someone would unpack it!).

(2011: National Museum
2010: Þjóðmenningarhús)

BesT place To spenD a 
Rainy Day: Bíó paRaDís

It was a close race between the swim-
ming pool/hot tub and Bíó Paradís, but 
after much back and forth we decided 
that the movie theatre is once again the 
place to be on a rainy day. Why? There 
are lots of movies. They have a huge 
area with tables and couches to hang 
out. They have games. They have beer. 
They have popcorn. And they don’t 
just have movies. They tend to have a 
unique selection of films that you can’t 
see at the chain theatres around town. 

We’re also pretty happy that the art 
house theatre is still in business. Read 
more on page 44.

(2011: Bíó Paradís
2010: A hot tub
2009: Borgarbókasafnið)

BesT place To spenD 
a sunny Day: HjaRT-
aGaRðuRinn

Icelanders like to soak up the sun as 
much as possible. Coffeehouses spill 
out onto the streets where people hang 
out drinking coffee or beer. One such 
place is Austurvöllur. You’ll see a lot of 
people hanging out on the grass, but 
perhaps it’s become overrun? “There 
are too many people at Austurvöllur, 
too many people playing guitar and 
singing Bubbi songs,” someone not-
ed. “Hjartagarðurinn with its shabby, 
Christiania-like vibe is nice. They also 
have DJs there and you can bring beer 
from a nearby establishment.” Read 
more about it on page 44.
Runner-up: Austurvöllur

(New Category: Perhaps we never 
thought it was sunny enough to do 
this one)

BesT BikinG TouR: nau-
THólsvík – FossvoGsDa-
luR

Reykjavík is not a particularly bike-
friendly city. It’s most definitely a car 
city. Still, there are some nice places 
to bike and one of these is a ride that 
starts at Nauthólsvík and takes you 
into Fossvogsdalur. There’s a bike path 
along the coast most of the way so you 
don’t have to compete with the cars or 
pedestrians. It’s scenic and it’s a good 
work out. The weather also tends to be 
a bit nicer in Fossvogur, perhaps be-
cause it is a valley (for better directions 
and more information see page 18).

(New category)

BesT RomanTic walk: 
GRóTTa

Grótta is a tiny island on the outskirts 
of Seltjarnarnes that’s only properly 
accessible during low tide and is the 
perfect place to watch sunsets dur-
ing summer and aurora in winter. The 
island with its lighthouse positively 
oozes romance, and a walk there from 
downtown Reykjavík (around five kilo-
metres each way) is very possibly the 
most romantic thing you can get up 
to in the city. This is doubly so if you 
use the opportunity to take a cosy foot 
bath in Ólöf Nordal’s sculpture ‘Kvika,’ 
which is located on your right side as 
you near the island on the path parallel 
to Norðurströnd. Pack a lunch and im-
merse yourself in the salty sea air. 

(2011: Grasagarðurinn 
2010: Sæbraut
2009: Öskjuhlíð)

BesT place To Go FoR a 
joG: æGissíða

last year laugardalur was the best 
place to go for a jog and it’s without 
a doubt still a nice place with its vari-
ous paths sheltered from the wind. This 
year one us remarked: “I’m just amazed 
that you people jog.” The rest of us jog-
gers or pretend-joggers are most into 
Ægissíða, which runs along the coast 
in 107 Reykjavík. It’s hard to beat run-
ning by the ocean with the nice salty 
sea breeze. While it can get windy by 
the ocean, we decided that wind re-
sistance is good training. It’s a beau-
tiful, windy path that takes you past a 
famous person’s house, an old fishing 
station and football fields. And if you’re 
feeling really good, you can run all the 
way to Nauthólsvík and take a dip in the 
hot tub.
Runner-up: Elliðaárdalur for the bun-
nies.

(2011: laugardalur
2010: laugardalur
2009: Elliðaárdalur)

BesT place To Go FisH-
inG: elliðaáRDaluR

Elliðaárdalur valley is a beautiful haven 
within Reykjavík’s city limits, perfect for 
long walks on bright summer nights. It 
is also is home to Elliðaá river, where 

you can catch trout (from May 1 – June 
15) or salmon (June 20 – August 31) in 
a beautiful, peaceful location acces-
sible by bus or bike. Just remember to 
acquaint yourself with the river’s rules 
and acquire a permit before you start 
reeling ‘em in. 

(2011: Reykjavík harbour
2010: Reykjavík harbour
2009: Elliðaárdalur)

BesT place To enjoy a 
zen momenT: Deep insiDe 
öskjuHlíð

We have long found that taking long, 
aimless strolls through the hills and 
forests (!) of Öskjuhlíð is the perfect 
method to clear the mind and spirit.  

(2011: Húsdýragarðurinn
2010: Alþingi
2009: Reykjavík Botanical Gardens)

BesT place To cHeeR up: 
THe ponD

While it was a refreshing swim at 
Nauthólsvík last year, we decided on 
Reykjavík’s pond “Tjörnin” this time. 
We thought: “What’s a good all-year-
round place to cheer up? People need 
to be able to cheer up in the winter too.” 
And that ruled out swimming in Nau-
thólsvík. “But the pond!” someone ex-
claimed. “You can go ice skating there 
in the winter when it’s a real winter 
wonderland, and then you can always 
feed the ducks.” Seconding that, some-
one wrote us: “Feed the ducks at the 
pond because they're funny and there’s 
always some over excited chubby 
cheeked kid to cheer you up.”

(2011: Nauthólsvík
2010: Húsdýragarðurinn
2009: Húsdýragarðurinn)

BesT place To ReaD a 
Book: sToFan

There are a bunch of nice places to read 
a book, but many of them are weather-
dependent and relying on the weather 
is risky at best. If it’s sunny we agree 
that the botanical garden is a pretty 
nice, quiet place to read. You can find 
a spot there sheltered from the wind, 
but if it’s cold and rainy, you probably 
don’t want to be outside. That’s why we 
decided to go with Stofan, a cosy café 
with comfortable couches. It feels su-
per homey, like grandma’s house hom-
ey, and it’s typically pretty quiet.

(New category)

BesT place To spenD 
ouTDooR Time wiTH kiDs: 
THe lynGHaGaRóló play-
GRounD

There are many public playgrounds 
(“róló”) in Reykjavík—especially in the 
older, more established neighbour-
hoods—and all of them bear a distinct 
charm that reflects their surrounding 
areas and inhabitants (save for a couple 
of really run down ones). They usually 
feature any number of swing sets, see-
saws, slides and sandboxes along with 
anything else the caretakers can think 
of that will entertain the local children. 
One such playground is lynghagaróló 
by lynghagi in vesturbær. More than 
one of our advisors insisted we mention 
them in this newfangled category, as it 
is “impeccably maintained by a group 
of passionate neighbours,” and is “the 
perfect place to spend a sunny day with 
your kids and other parents.” 

(new category)

BesT DayTRip via puBlic 
TRanspoRT: mosFells-
BæR anD esja

Reykjavík’s bus system sometimes gets 
a bad rap, but it can still take you to 
some pretty great places at a minimal 
cost. You can for instance ride a bus 
straight to the roots of majestic Mt. 
Esja and hike a number of paths to the 
top for a stunning view of Reykjavík. If 
you’ve time to spare after the hike, why 
not take the bus back and exit in Mos-
fellsbær, where you can wander around 
the quaint Álafosskvos (where Sigur 
Rós keep their studio) and from there 
take in the rest of the town’s various at-
tractions by foot. Mosfellsbær’s bakery 
and swimming pool both come highly 
recommended. When you’re all done, 
simply take the bus back to civilization. 
More info on www.bus.is

(new category)

BEST ART MUSEUM: REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM

BEST POOl: lAUGARDAlSlAUG
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annie misT
CROSSFIT CHAMPION  

Ingólfstorg, because it's a nice place 
to hang out, especially in the summer 
time. You can sit down and chill with 
your friends. You can take your lunch. 
I was in school at Menntaskólinn í 
Reykjavík, one of downtown's oldest 
buildings, and you were able to walk 
from school to there and have lunch if 
you wanted to. We were there for my 
cousin's bachelorette party. It was re-
ally nice. It was a sunny day. It had a 
picnic feeling. 

GeRðuR kRisTny
WRITER/POET  

The old cemetery, Hólavallagarður: It is 
a peaceful and beautiful old cemetery 
with a long history, especially the part 
where the victims of the Spanish flu are 
buried. There are even unmarked mass 
graves that few people know about. 
People believed that the first one to be 
buried there would be the watcher be-
cause he would find no rest because he 
had to guard the place. Check it out!

cuRveR THoRoDDsen
MuSICIAN/ARTIST  

The best thing about Reykjavík is the 
rise of neighbourhood markets and 
festivals over the summer. It's been 
very uplifting to see an explosion of 
this positive community building after 
the depressing and negative vibe of the 
economic crash in 2008. This summer 
we've been seeing a whole lot of these 
summer markets, like Borgarstígur, 
Norðurmýri, Marargata and the Vestur-
bæjar flea market. These markets have 
been a very positive thing, and I think 
an indicator of people turning away 
from materialistic thinking that hap-
pened in 2007. This has been kind of a 
way for building from within. 

DoRoTHee kiRcH
DIRECTOR  

There's a small restaurant on Austur-
stræti called Aldin I like because it has 
fantastic food. They always have a one-
meat-and-one-fish meal, and about six 
or seven salads or vegetable meals that 
you can choose from. It's just exquisite, 
all kind greats of spices. And it's af-
fordable. They have great sweet pota-
toes with some really nice spices; they 
have roasted aubergines. I hope it stays 
there for a long time. 

malcolm kenneTH  
FRaseR
FACEBOOK uSER  

The best thing about Reykjavík has to 
be the geothermal pools. Whenever 
I feel I might be catching a cold, I al-
ternate between the hot pots and the 
steam bath of Vesturbæjarlaug, and 
that's it, CURED! It's barely more ex-
pensive than a box of paracetamol tab-
lets. 

þoRBjöRn  
BRoDDason
PROFESSOR  

laugarnes, because it's so calm and 
you can watch Snæfellness and the is-
lands. You can even see Akranes. It's a 
small island of the Reykjavik harbour to 
the west. I'm a romantic person, and it 
puts me in a very nice frame of mind. It 
calms you down. How much more sen-
timental can you get? It makes you feel 
one with nature. It's an emotional thing. 
It's your feelings. 

Things They like 
about Reykjavík

special | The locals Speak

BesT place To DRink like 
a pRo: anywHeRe on 
FRakkasTíGuR

If your plan is getting shitfaced by your-
self and forgetting all about the outside 
world and its various pressures by 
drowning yourself in watery beer, you 
need look no further than Frakkastígur. 
The street has slowly but surely estab-
lished itself as a haven for the mod-
ern drunkard, with live Pub (Karaoke 
Sports Bar), Bar 7 and Obla Di forming 
a glorious trifecta of misfortune and 
broken dreams. The drinks are cheap, 
the opening hours are sporadic and the 
clientele is non-judgmental, so head 
on down to Frakkastígur for that ‘lost 
weekend’ you’ve been dreaming of... 

(2011: Kaffi Grand
2010: live Pub
2009: Grand Rokk)

BesT mainsTReameR BaR: 
THe enGlisH puB

The Grapevine is not exactly super 
mainstream, but we think a main-
streamer bar is one that appeals to a 
wide range of people and plays music 
that appeals to the masses, featuring 
for instance cover bands and trou-
badours playing lots of Bubbi songs. 
English Pub fits the bill pretty well. 
However, the lebowski Bar—formerly 
Oliver—was a really, really close second.
Runner-up: The lebowski Bar

(2011: The English Pub
2010: Austur)

BesT place To sTaRT THe 
niGHT: keX HosTel 

A lot of people like KEX Hostel’s bar for 
starting their nights these days. One 
correspondent remarked that “KEX 
have very decent beer on tap, their 
back porch is nice for soaking up the 
sun on bright days and the bar food is 
affordable and tasty. I also always meet 
someone fun when I’m there, whether 
it’s an old friend or a tourist passing 
through town.” Others commend KEX 
for their regularly scheduled events 
and pleasant, low-key atmosphere. In 
any case, it’s a winner.  
  

(2011: Nýlenduvöruverzlun Hemma 
& Valda
2010: Nýlenduvörverzlun Hemma & 
Valda)
Runners-up: Snaps, laundromat, 
Nýlenduvöruverzlun Hemma & 
Valda

BesT cHeap BaR:  
ölsmiðjan

A sort of miniature version of Berlin 
seems to be forming at lækjargata 
10, 101 Reykjavík, with a somewhat 
authentic kebab joint in the basement 
(Kebab Grill, see: “Best kebab”) and a 
cheap dive bar on the second floor. Hip 
young locals have been spotted flock-
ing to Ölsmiðjan lately, likely drawn to 
the watery 590 ISK beers and one an-
other’s authentic company. “Not that I’d 
go there sober or anything,” one reader 
remarked, “but Ölsmiðjan can be really 
fun with the right crowd, despite the 
horrible beer.” 
Runners-up: Esja (“every drink is half-
off until 22:00”), Nýlenduvöruverzlun 
Hemma & Valda (“great happy hour, 
good music”).  

(2011: Den Danske Kro
2010: Kaffi Zimsen

2009: Nýlenduvöruverzlun Hemma 
& Valda)

BesT all-aRounD BaR: 
FakToRý

This was a close race between Bak-
kus and Faktorý (Kaffibarinn is not in 
the running, as it’s a nightlife institu-
tion). Bakkus won it last year, but the 
bar has since moved to a new location 
and it seems that people aren’t as into 
it. Faktorý, on the other hand, is gaining 
popularity. “This is one of my favourite 
places because you never know what 
kind of night you’ll have,” one of our 
nightlife enthusiasts noted. “They have 
samba, hip hop, and nineties nights, for 
instance.” Some say it’s the closest to a 
substitute for our newly departed club, 
NASA. “And they have that GIANT pool 
table outside,” someone added. Word 
of caution: If you go out for a smoke, 
you’ll have to the back of the queue, 
which can be terribly long after 2 AM.

BesT BaR To Go DancinG: 
Bakkus

Even though not everyone loves their 
new location, Bakkus still runs an am-
bitious booking policy, serving up great 
DJs and fresh music on weekends and 
weeknights alike. “Once I get past a 
certain level of drunkenness, I always 
find myself grinding against Bakkus’ 
walls for some reason. That must mean 
something,” remarked one commenter.  
Runner-up: Faktorý, no-one (“there is 
a real shortage of good clubs in Reyk-
javík”) 

(new category)

BesT newcomeR BaR: 
slippBaRinn, HóTel 
maRína

This is a hotel bar located by harbour. 
It’s in a cool and underrated part of 
Reykjavík, namely the Grandi area, and 
they have a nice selection of drinks and 
appetisers. Those of us who live in the 
west side of town find it an especially 
convenient place to start the night. 
Read more on page 50.

(2011: Faktorý,
2010: Sódóma)

BesT place To waTcH 
spoRTs oveR BeeR: úRil-
la GóRillan

Hvíta Perlan won this category the last 
two years in a row. Hvíta Perlan is now 
closed, but Úrilla Górillan has opened 
in its place and in many ways it’s just 
like Hvíta Perlan so it’s not surprising 
that it takes best place to watch sports 
over a beer this year. It’s a restaurant 

and sports bar with constant streaming 
of live sports. People who like to watch 
sports over a beer tell us that it’s sim-
ply the best. “They have a huge screen, 
and they have lots of them, and it’s re-
ally comfortable, and you get a seat 
with your very own personal tap at your 
table, so you don’t have to get up to or-
der!” someone who doesn’t even watch 
sports excitedly told us.

(2011: Hvíta Perlan,
2010: Hvíta Perlan,
2009: Bjarni Fel)

BesT BeeR selecTion: 
micRo BaR

While most bars in Reykjavík are con-
tent to sell run of the mill “bjór,” Micro 
Bar prides itself in having an excellent 
selection of excellent beers on draft 
and by the bottle. The place just opened 
inside Center Hotel a few months ago 
and we’re pretty into it. They carry all 
of Iceland’s wonderful microbrews and 
import fine beer and liquor that you’re 
not going to see anywhere else in town. 
Read more about it on page 42.

(New category)

BesT place To GeT cock-
Tails: kolaBRauTin

lebowski Bar might make 150 types of 
White Russians, but like most bars in 
Iceland, it is lacking a diverse cocktail 
menu. People overwhelmingly go to 
bars to drink beer after all. Hótel Marí-
na, Hótel 101 and Harpa’s Kolabrau-
tin seem to be the best places to get 
cocktails. After some back and forth 
about this, we decided that Kolabrautin 
should get the award. Their lipstick pink 
cocktail, the house cocktail, is to DIE 
FOR and Harpa is just a really awesome 
building to be inside. The bar doesn’t 
stay open super late, but it’s a swanky 
place to get a before dinner drink.
Runner-up: Hotel 101 (“It’s loaded with 
people at happy hour. They know how 
to make them.”)

(New category)

BEST MAINSTREAMER BAR: THE ENGlISH PUB




